
How an Ordinance Becomes Law in Long Beach 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Ordinance proposed by a Councilmember, citywide elected 
official, the City Manager, or a proprietary department.  This 
proposal is put on the agenda for consideration at the next 
council meeting.  City Council votes on whether or not to 
request City Attorney to prepare ordinance; alternatively, City 
Council could send matter to a committee.                                 

Committee considers 
and/or revises proposal. 

Ordinance is 
not adopted. 

Majority vote 
refers 
proposal to a 
committee 

Majority of the 
committee makes 
recommendations 
to City Council 

Committee 
decides not 
to forward 
proposal to 
City Council 

City Council 
declines to request 
City Attorney to 
prepare ordinance 

City Council votes on whether 
or not to give a “first reading” 
of the ordinance; 
alternatively, City Council 
could refer matter to a 
committee.

Majority vote 
requests City 
Attorney to 
draft ordinance

Committee 
considers and/or 
revises proposal. Committee 

decides not to 
make 
recommendations 
to City Council 

Majority vote 
refers 
proposal to a 
committee 

Majority vote of 
the committee 
makes 
recommendation 
to City Council 

Second reading of proposed 
ordinance before City Council.  
City Council has final vote on 
whether or not to adopt the 
ordinance (“second reading”).  
A vote of five of the City 
Council adopts the ordinance, 
which is delivered to the Mayor 
for signature.  Alternatively, 
the Council could refer the 
proposed ordinance back to a 
committee (not diagrammed). 

Five votes 
to approve Less than five 

votes  

Ordinance is 
not adopted. 

Mayor either signs 
or vetoes the 
ordinance within 10 
days after adoption. 

Five votes 
to approve 

Mayor 
signs 
ordinance 

Proposed 
ordinance becomes 
law and takes 
effect on the 31st 
day after signature 
by the Mayor. 

Mayor vetoes 
ordinance 

City Clerk transmits veto 
message from Mayor to all 
City Councilmembers.  City 
Council reconsiders 
proposed ordinance at the 
next City Council meeting or 
within 30 days of the filing of 
the veto statement. 

No veto override

Two-thirds of entire 
City Council votes to 
override veto 

The ordinance becomes 
law.  It takes effect 30 
days after the vote. 

Ordinance is not 
adopted. 

Ordinance is 
not adopted. 


